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A N  I N C R E A S I N G L Y  
C O M P L E X  I S S U E

P A R E N T A G E



Today, parentage is 
acquired by...

04
Intention. Used to only encompass 
step-parentage or adoption, now 
includes ART. 

02
Being married or in a relationship with 
someone who gives birth 

03 Having a genetic relationship with 
the child

01 Giving birth 
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WHO? • Heterosexual couples: 
• Cohabitees 
• Same-sex couples
• Single women 
• Single men
• Transgender parents. 



HOW?
Multiple variations with assisted reproduction 
technology
• Invitro fertilisation
• Egg donor or sperm donor 
• IVF plus donor gametes
• IV donated embryo
• Gestational surrogacy
• Traditional surrogacy.



Bob Buttercup

WHERE ? Different countries 

different rules on  parentage

Bob, Ivy and Buttercup...

Ivy

• Bob and Ivy are Buttercup’s parents.
• Buttercup was born in California and has a Californian 

birth certificate recording Bob and Ivy as her parents.
• But Bob and Ivy live In NZ. They are not recognised 

without a separate parentage establishment process in 
their home country. 

• New Zealand says that Buttercup’s legal parents are 
Cassandra, the surrogate from Orange Country, and her 
partner Kim.

• Another e.g. – no surrogacy but Bob and Ivy are not 
married, or are a same-sex couple =  recognition of 
parental status may not travel well across borders. 

In Gestational surrogacy because of the 
where there may be two legal sets of parents
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Families move – it’s not just in surrogacy cases that 
we see limping parentage.

Why parentage  

matters...

However, this is not how the world works. 
Recognition of parentage in cross-border 
situations remains a live issue. 

In 2020, Ursula von der Leyen, EU President in her 
State of Union address said – “If you are parent in 
one country, you are a parent in every country”. 

This means that the ability to travel, relocate, 
and access medical and educational facilities 
compromises adult rights and children’s rights 



NGĀ MIHI NUI
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